RESOLUTION NO. 2026-6.17
OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

Endorsing A4860, the “Fairness for School Districts in Development Restricted Areas Act”

	WHEREAS, the Bloomingdale Board of Education (“Board”) is committed to providing a thorough and efficient system of free public education for students in pre-kindergarten through eighth grade within the Bloomingdale School District (“District”); and
	WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomingdale (“Bloomingdale”) is a significant stakeholder in the New Jersey Highlands Region, with approximately 4,155 acres—or roughly 70% of Bloomingdale’s total land area—designated as part of the Highlands Preservation Area; and
	WHEREAS, the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (“Act”) was enacted to protect natural resources that provide drinking water to over five million New Jersey residents, placing the financial burden of preservation on municipalities like Bloomingdale; and
	WHEREAS, the Act and its stringent regulations have exacerbated this financial burden by resulting in limited potential for development within Bloomingdale; and
	WHEREAS, these state-mandated development restrictions and the prioritization of land preservation (with approximately 3,000 acres of Bloomingdale already permanently preserved as open space) inherently limit the growth of the local tax base, which is the primary source of funding for the District; and
	WHEREAS, there is currently pending in the New Jersey General Assembly legislation known as A4860, the “Fairness for School Districts in Development Restricted Areas Act,” which seeks to provide additional state school aid to districts located in the Highlands Preservation Area in order to provide fair and additional funding to Highlands Region school districts whose local revenue-generating capabilities are restricted by state-mandated environmental preservation acts; and
	WHEREAS, enactment and implementation of A4860 will enable the Board to fulfill its commitment to providing a thorough and efficient system of free public education for students in pre-kindergarten through eighth grade within the District in a manner that is fair and equitable to Bloomingdale taxpayers; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale does hereby endorse the enactment of A4860, the “Fairness for School Districts in Development Restricted Areas Act,” into law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale respectfully requests that the Municipal Clerk transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to Governor Mikie Sherrill; State Senate President Nicholas Scutari; General Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin and the sponsors of A4860:  Assemblypersons Brian Bergen, Robert Clifton, Aura Dunn, Dawn Fantasia, Michael Inganamort, Brian Rumpf, Alex Sauickie, and Marisa Sweeney; State Senator Joseph Pennacchio; Assemblyman Jay Webber.
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