


BLOOMINGDALE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Minutes of October 1, 2025


Members:
Jennifer Altfield, Chairperson
Karen Schmidt, Scribe
Mike Mascitello
Patrick Cecala
Karin La Greca
Open Commissioner Position 1
Open Commissioner Position 2
Open Alt Commissioner Position 1
Open Alt Commissioner Position 2
Mark Crum, Planning Board Liaison
Dave Bronkhurst, Council member, council liaison

Location: Bloomingdale Senior Center
Time: 7:30 pm, first Wednesday of every month

Call to Order: 7:35pm

Attendees:
Present: Jennifer, Mark, Karen, Karin, Mike, Patrick (7:39 pm)
Absent: none
Also present: Dave Bronkhurst, council member, Mayor John Damato

Correspondence:
None

Bills:
None

Approval of previous meeting minutes from Sept. 3, 2025: motion made by Jen Altfield, 2nd by Mike Mascitello

Early Public Discussion (7:37pm):
· Jim from Glenwild Environmental Commission attended to let the BEC know about grants offered by the Highlands Commission to survey all lakes within Bloomingdale. The group Princeton Hydrodynamics, which is used by Glenwild Lakes, has offered to write and ally for grants to the Highlands Commission on behalf of Bloomingdale. Glenwild Lakes, Kampfe Lake, Lake Iosco, and Morse Lakes currently work with their own environmental groups to monitor and maintain their private lakes. Bloomingdale public waters are Oakwood Lake and Bogue Pond. 
· By pursuing the grant, the group would be paid via the grant, so Bloomingdale would not be paying. 
· The BEC needs to review the potential grant further to understand what it covers and how Bloomingdale would utilize the data.
· Any decisions on pursuing the grant would need to be made by the mayor and council, based upon further information once the BEC has reviewed the grant information further.
· No action at this time. This was just a discussion on the availability of the grant and the offer from Princeton Hydrodynamics in conjunction with Glenwild Lake.    
· Closed to public discussion at 8:15pm     

                                                                          

New & Old Business
· Bloomingdale Resident Rick Merino reached out to BEC via our Facebook page regarding the noise level of gas powered leaf blowers. He asked if the BEC would pursue any town regulations to limit or ban the use of gas powered leaf blowers. He was not able to attend our meeting but I (Karen Schmidt) replied that we would discuss it as a topic.
· The town has existing noise regulations in place via town ordinances [1966 Code 47-4; Ord. No 3-73; Ord NO. 8-73; Ord No. 28-2013; 10-5-2021 by Ord No. 23-2021]
· These ordinances define the hours when loud noises are prohibited and the decibel levels not to exceed from vehicles, power equipment, etc. 
· To determine if an object exceeds the decibel limit, a meter must be used at a defined distance from the offending object to measure the sound level. Bloomingdale does have a Noise Control Officer that noise complaints can be reported to.
· The town would not be able to feasibly restrict the use of gas powered leaf blowers since there are no stores in town that sell the these items. Many of the users of gas powered leaf blowers are with out of town landscaping businesses, making it difficult to enforce any regulations. Landscapers are utilizing the blowers during allowable timeframes.
· The BEC recommends electric or battery powered leaf blowers and other lawn equipment over gas equipment, but is unable to recommend any town regulations that would eliminate gas powered equipment use within the boro limits.
· BEC MEMBERSHIP. We are down two members and two alternatives. Advised by Mayor to email Breeanna Smith when she returns from maternity leave to have a post added to the Bloomingdale web page.
· County meeting on Wed Oct 8 at Firemen’s Hall to discuss the Horse Farm and allow input from the town on it’s use.
· Pollinator Friendly Yards
· Con: people would use it as an excuse not to maintain their lawns and its currently happening now.
· Would like residents to define a pollinator friendly yard with fencing
· Recommend, instead of any laws and rules to define pollinator friendly yards, instead promote residents planting pollinator friendly plants in defined plant beds while maintaining yards according to existing town maintenance laws.
· River Clean up: Instead of separate River Clean up event, combine with Town Clean up in May, as part of Clean Communities. BEC would not be the host, instead a participant. This will allow BEC to provide education alongside of other presentations.
· Other Old Business: Sustainable NJANJEC, COAH, Highlands RMP, ROSE Fund Planning 

Reports
None

Late Public Discussion
None

Adjournment
A motion for adjournment was made at 8:57 pm by Karen, 2nd by Jen, and approved by all.
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