ORDINANCE ____-2021
OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, amending chapter 92 “ZONING” of the Code of the Borough of Bloomingdale 

WHEREAS, the Borough Code was recently amended to add a new zone called the Bloomingdale Center District (“BCD”); and

WHEREAS, the Borough Ordinance Review Committee has reviewed the requirements and standards established for the BCD and recommended additional changes be made in order to establish certain standards and requirements for building façades;


WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed and accepted the recommended changes as being in the best interest of the Borough.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Borough of Bloomingdale, in the County of Passaic, and State of New Jersey, as follows:


SECTION 1.
Chapter 92 “Zoning”, Article XII “Regulations” ,Section 92-55.2 “Bloomingdale Center District Zone” shall be amended to add a new subsection N to read as follows:
§92-55.2 Bloomingdale Center District Zone (BCD)
N.  Building Façade Standards and Guidelines.  

(1)  Purpose.  The purpose of this Section is to promote a desirable visual environment and to improve the appearance of buildings and structures in the Bloomingdale Center District, and it is to make the District a more attractive and inviting destination in which to shop, visit, dine and walk.  An essential strategy in achieving the objective is to foster recognition that facades, buildings and structures should have a visual and harmonious relationship with surrounding facades, buildings and structures.  Integral to the strategy is recognition that visible side or rear elevations contribute significantly to a building or structure’s overall appearance.    

(2)  Benefits.  Potential tangible benefits Bloomingdale will realize by adhering to these standards and guidelines include:  the creation of a more desirable location for new business; the improvement of commerce for existing retail businesses; the improvement of commercial property values and the avoidance of adversely affecting the value of adjacent or nearby properties; the creation of a destination for shoppers; and, the improvement of the walking experience.

(3)  Reserved.
(4)  Building Façade Prohibited Finish Materials.
(a)  Metal, plastic or vinyl siding with exposed fastenings.

(b)  Corrugated or reflective metal panels, steel buildings.

(c)  Modular buildings.

(d)  Exposed concrete block; Smooth, scored or rib-faced concrete block; Cinder block.

(e)  Any translucent material, other than glass.

(e)  Residentially scaled, horizontal vinyl or aluminum siding.  Metal, plastic or vinyl siding that is used to such an extent that it is the dominant architectural feature.

(f)  Plywood and other compressed wood sheathing products, textured or non-textured.

(g)  Cement parging, shingles, shakes.

(h)  Exterior insulation finishing systems (EIFS).

(i)  Natural brick or stone in a rubble construction look.

(5)  Building Façade Color Guidelines.
(a)  The color scheme should be compatible with adjacent buildings.

(b)  Buildings should not be painted to compete for attention with other buildings in the vicinity or to stand out boldly in their context.

(c)  All visible facades of the building should be used to contribute to the architectural and visual unity of the building.

(d)  Simple color schemes are encouraged.  The building façades should not exhibit more than three (3) colors.  

(e)  The field or body of a façade should be the lightest color.  The trim should be a deeper shade of the field or body’s color, or the trim alternatively should be white or black.  The façade’s accent elements should be a brighter complimentary or contrasting color. 

(6)  Building Façade Color Standards.
(a)  The field or body of the building facades shall be a solid color included in an earth tone palette.  Trim and accent façade elements shall be solid colors with colors as suggested in Section N (5). 

(b)  Garish or gaudy colors shall not be used on any portion of a façade.

(c)  Black or white shall not be used for the field or body of a façade.  Neon or fluorescent colors shall not be used on any portion of a façade. 

(7)  Enforcement.  No Building Permit shall be issued for exterior construction and/or exterior renovation or alteration for any building in the Bloomingdale Center District, used in whole or in part for non-residential purposes, without the review and approval of plans by the Planning Board, if applicable, or the Zoning Officer.  Certificates of Occupancy, temporary or permanent, shall not be issued for any building that is in violation of the standards set forth in this Section, or for any building where the approved plans by the Planning Board or Zoning Officer have not been adhered to.  Any building façade material changes and color changes after the date of adoption of Ordinance XX-2021 shall be subject to the standards and guidelines as set forth in this Section N.  The Zoning Officer and the Code Enforcement Official have jurisdiction to cite violations of this Section and to levy fines of $2,000 per day until the violation ceases. 


All other portions of this Section shall remain unchanged.
SECTION 2.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough of Bloomingdale inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3.
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law.
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By: ____________________________

Breeanna Calabro, Clerk 





John D’Amato, Acting Mayor
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