RESOLUTION No. 2017-12.20
OF THE GOVERNING BODY

  OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

RESOLUTION URGING LEGISLATURE TO AMEND N.J.S.A. 40A:14-178 TO PROVIDE FOR REIMBURSEMENT TO MUNICIPALITIES FOR POLICE RECRUIT TRAINING
WHEREAS, police officer recruits hired by municipalities are required to have extensive and costly training at police academies before being placed on active duty; and

WHEREAS, police recruits undergo their training either through the Alternate Route Program pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:17B-69.1, in which the person who is not hired by a police department pays the cost, or by the municipality upon hiring, for which the municipality pays the cost; and

WHEREAS, on occasion, police recruits, after completion of training, resign to transfer to another municipality for various reasons, including a higher starting salary or more generous contract; and

WHEREAS, the payment for the police training is currently governed by N.J.S.A. 40A:14-178, which provides for reimbursement of the costs incurred by the former employee in the examination, hiring and training of the person, providing for total reimbursement where the position was held for 30 days or less and one-half reimbursement where the position was held for more than 30 days or less than two years; and

WHEREAS, this two-year time period should be expanded to allow for reimbursement paid by the employee to the municipality, prorated over five years in accordance with the following schedule:

Resign in Year 1
Reimburse Total Cost
Resign in Year 2
Reimburse 80% of Cost

Resign in Year 3
Reimburse 60% of Cost

Resign in Year 4
Reimburse 40% of Cost 

Resign in Year 5
Reimburse 20% of Cost 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomingdale, Passaic County, New Jersey, urges the State Legislature to amend N.J.S.A. 40A:14-178 to require that the first appointing municipality be reimbursed by the transferred employee for the cost of police academy training in accordance with the above schedule, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the resolution be sent to Governor Chris Christie; Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno; Senator Gerald Cardinale; to Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi; to Assemblyman Robert Auth; the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs; the Police Training Commission; the Clerks of all Passaic County municipalities; the New Jersey Conference of Mayors; the New Jersey League of Municipalities.
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the

Borough of Bloomingdale at an Official Meeting held on Tuesday, December 19, 2017.

___________________________________

Jane McCarthy, R.M.C.

Municipal Clerk, Borough of Bloomingdale
