ADOPTED: MARCH 6, 2018


ORDINANCE 6-2018
OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGALE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, amending chapter 15 “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” of the Code of the Borough of Bloomingdale 

WHEREAS, the Borough Code currently sets forth certain definitions, standards and requirements as part of the ordinances governing property maintenance; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council and the Borough Ordinance Committee have reviewed the current Code and determined that it is necessary to amend the Code section to update and supplement the regulations relating to property maintenance; and


NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Borough of Bloomingdale, in the County of Passaic, and State of New Jersey, as follows:


SECTION 1.
Chapter 15 “Property Maintenance” shall be amended as follows:

15-2
Definitions; Word Usage.

The following new definitions are to be added to subsection b:


Shrub shall mean a woody plant smaller than a tree, consisting of several small stems from the ground or small branches near the ground. It may be deciduous or evergreen.

Tree shall mean any woody perennial plant with a diameter of four (4) inches at four (4) feet above the ground.

Vegetation shall mean trees, shrubs, groundcover, vines, grasses herbaceous perennials, biennials, annuals, bulbs, ferns, mosses and lichens.

Right-of-Way (public) shall mean a strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, prescription, or condemnation and intended to be occupied by a street, crosswalk, railroad, electric transmission lines, oil or gas pipeline, water line, sanitary storm sewer, or other similar uses. 


15-3.5 Maintenance.


2.


(a)
Natural growth, such as dead and dying or storm-damaged trees and limbs or other growth which, by reason of its condition or nature, constitutes a hazard to persons lawfully in the vicinity.  Trees shall be kept pruned and trimmed to prevent such conditions.  Owners of vacant premises must keep them free of nuisances.

(b)
In case any tree, shrub or other vegetation, or any part thereof, which is not part of an approved site plan, in or along a public right-of-way shall encroach upon/or become dangerous to public safety or property, the owner of the property on which such tree, shrub or other vegetation is located shall remove same, or required part thereof, forthwith on service of written notice to that effect from the Property Maintenance Officer.

15-4 Enforcement.


a.
Enforcement Officer.  The Property Maintenance Officer of the Borough of Bloomingdale is hereby designated as the officer in charge with the enforcement of this code and is hereinafter referred to as the "Enforcement Officer."  The Construction Code Official, Building Subcode Official, Borough Engineer, all members of the Police Department and authorized inspectors of the Fire Department and health officers are hereby designated as “assistant enforcement officers” with the same enforcement authority as the “enforcement officer” for the purposes of the enforcement of this code.

c.
Notice to Owner, Operator or Occupant upon Noncompliance.  Following inspection, if the Enforcement Officer determines that the premises are not in compliance with this chapter, he shall then issue and cause to be served upon the owner, operator and/or occupant of the premises a written notification stating the nature of the violation and the correction action sought and allowing thirty (30) days (exclusive of the day of service) for its correction.  In cases where the violation involves overgrown and/or unsightly vegetation, grass or weeds on either vacant or occupied properties or violations in or along the public right-of-way, the written notification provided hereunder shall allow for ten (10) days (exclusive of the day of service) for its correction.  

All other portions of this Chapter of the Code remain unchanged.
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough of Bloomingdale inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3.
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. This law shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law.

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the above Ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading at an Official Meeting of the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale held in the Municipal Building on the 20th day of February, 2018, and the same shall come up for final passage at an Official Meeting of the Governing Body to be held on the 6th day of March, 2018 at 7PM, at which time any persons interested shall be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance. Copies of this Ordinance are available in the Clerk’s Office located at 101 Hamburg Turnpike, Bloomingdale, New Jersey.  
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